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Meanwhile, in the area of the professional and trade union

constraints, it was revealed that the weakness of trade unions themselves
had been the most prominent factor in that regard. This was followed
by the times of meetings and trade union activities which occur outside
normal working hours, and the absence of democratic machineries for the

work of trade unions.

As for the political constraints, it was clear that women’s ignorance
of the role of trade unions forms one of the major obstacles which
prevent women>s participation in the union work, followed by women>s

incognizance of the labor law.

The study recommended the need to give women a quota in the
administrative bodies and the executive offices of the trade unions, coupled
with the necessity to hold training courses to enable women to acquire
skills and capabilities of association and encourage them to exercise trade
union action, along with the call for the leaders of trade unions to facilitate

the trade union activities on the ladies.
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whose governing bodies did not have any woman in their membership.

The study also showed that the proportion of women in general
assembly of all trade unions amounts to (11.0%) of the overall membership.
Out of (132) thousands of the total labor union members, the aggregate
number of women amounts to approximately (15) thousands. The number

of women’s membership varied from one union to another.

The study also indicated that trade unions are using training and
educational workshops to increase the participation and effectiveness of
women in trade union action, in cooperation with relevant international

organizations.

With regard to the constraints and impediments, the study revealed
that these were distributed among cultural, social, professional, trade
unionism and political impediments. These constrains act with variable

degrees, against increasing the level of women’s participation in the trade

union activity. Lack of awareness among women of the importance of
their participation in trade union action and the family social conditions of
women came in the forefront of the cultural and social constraints. These
factors were followed by giving birth to children, and thereafter was the

male-dominance on trade union action.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the reality of actual
participation of women in The Trade Unions, and to stand on the main
obstacles that prevent women from increased and active involvement in

these trade unions.

To achieve the objectives of this study, a mixed methodology
was utilized for the collection of quantitative and qualitative data, and
a special questionnaire was designed, comprising several questions of
relevance to the sought objectives. The questionnaire was distributed to a
relatively small sample consisting of (150) women. In addition, interviews
were held with several specialists, and concentrated discussion sessions
were conducted on site with experts, including many female trade union

activists.

The major outcomes of the study were represented in the absence of
any women in the membership of the Executive Bureau of the Federation of
Trade Unions. Furthermore, the study showed that throughout the seventeen
executive committees of trade unions, there were only (20) ladies out of a
total (153) members, which represents a mere rate of (13.1%) of the total
members of the governing bodies. In addition, it was found out that there
is a considerable variation in the women»s participation in the governing
bodies from one union to another. The study revealed that there were only
four trade unions where women were participating in the membership of
their executive committees with a number ranging between (3-5) women
out of (9) members, and there were (4) trade unions whose administrative

bodies included only one lady member, while there were (9) trade unions
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