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Figure 4 shows the distribution of the poor in percentages in Jordanian
governorates. These percentages show that Amman and Zarga have
45% of the poor in Jordan. Governorates that are far less populated
such as Mafraq which has the highest poverty incidence rate in Jordan
is home to only 8% of the poor or 23% of its population.

Figure 4: Share of poor Jordanians living in each governorate 2006
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It is immediately apparent that poverty is not evenly spread within the
Kingdom as poverty rates are highest in Mafraq, Karak and Tadfileh,
respectively, and lowest in Amman, Madaba and Irbid. Furthermore,
19% of the rural population is poor, compared to 12% of the urban
population; thus, poverty rates are higher in rural areas than in urban
areas. However, since the Jordanian population is largely concentrated
in urban areas, three-quarters of all poor Jordanians live in urban
areas.

In addition, as shown in Figure 5, many Jordanians who consume
just above or below the poverty line are close to the line, indicating
that poverty in Jordan is shallow. Thus, people may move in and out
of poverty (as defined by the poverty line) at the slightest change of
income. Furthermore, those classified as poor could be unclassified as
poor as their incomes change slightly; thus, many move in and out of

... people may
move in and out
of poverty ...

at the slightest
change of income
... a fact that
allows for the
high vulnerability
of the poor to
price changes
and income
fluctuations
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poverty, a fact that allows for the high vulnerability of the poor to price
changes and income fluctuations. Had the poverty line been set slightly
higher to, say, JD50 per person per month, the poverty rate in 2006
would have been 16.6%.

Figure 5: A large part of the population is just above the poverty line
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In all cases, the use of a poverty line is an inadequate proxy for estimating
the number or percentage of the poor in Jordan. Does a household of
six people whose aggregate income exceeds the poverty line (JD3,336
per annum) by JD10 become not poor2 Obviously not; however, for
lack of a better definition, the poverty line, imperfect as it may be, has
been used as an indicator of poverty in Jordan.

Furthermore, according to a study by the World Bank (March 2009)°,
the following observations are noted:

m Poor adults have significantly lower earning potential than non-poor
adults; 52% of poor adults have less than basic education, compared
with a third (34%) of non-poor adults.

m Annual earnings per employed person, as a result of lower education
attainments, are lower (JD2,266) among the poor than (JD3,352)
among the non-poor.

m Poor persons are less likely to be employed than the non-poor. Only
26% of poor adults have jobs while 36% of non-poor adults do. The
poor have a higher rate of dropping out of the labor force.

m Poor households have a higher number of dependent persons
to be supported by each adult. The ratio of children to adults in
poor households is 0.9 compared to 0.6 in non-poor households,
which means that there is nearly one child for every adult in poor
households, but much less than that in non-poor households.

10 Poverty Update, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the World Bank, Report No. 47951-
JO, Volume I: Main Report, March 2009
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Based on the analysis of poverty in the previous sections and the World
Bank study, one can describe the basic indicators of poverty in Jordan
as: a low educational level of achievement, living in a high poverty
incidence areaq, less likely to be employed, having a larger household
size and consequently a larger number of dependents than the non-
poor. Given that approximately 30% of the population consume at
levels that approximate the poverty line, for the purposes of defining
the poor in Jordan we use 30% as the percentage of the Jordanian poor
instead of the official figure of 13% which has many deficits as noted in
the cited World Bank study.'

Research Methodology

To conduct the necessary analysis to form a comprehensive picture on
the issue, the profiles of both perpetrators and victims were collected.
The interviews focused on the perpetrators, their perception of the
dilemma as posed by the crime, the factors conducive to committing
the crime, and the role of the cultural, social and economic context
in which the perpetrators live. The interviews sought to look into the
social, economic and cultural background of perpetrators of ‘honor’
killings as well as their victims.

The study depended on quantitative and qualitative research in order
to obtain verifiable data and information relating to the crimes of
killing women in the name of honor. The study covered ‘honor’ crimes
in Jordan that are registered with official government stakeholders
for the duration of 2000-2009, a total of 102 crimes. We obtained
the data from a previous study conducted by the IRC utilizing official
statistics and interviews with the perpetrators, families, and the victims
themselves (survivors of the crime) for the years 2000 to 2003. The
subsequent publication by UNIFEM in 2007 is entitled Female Killings
in Jordan 2000 to 2003.

Data for the years 2004-2008 was obtained from the criminal records
bureau, the Public Security Directorate (since no clear records were
available for 2009) and interviews were conducted with 27 perpetrators,
including four who committed their crimes in 2009.

Study and Sample Population

From March to August 2009, corrective and rehabilitation centers in
Jordan hosted 43 perpetrators of ‘honor’ killings, or individuals who
intended to engage in such practices. However, not all of these agreed
to participate in the study so the sample was limited to 27 perpetrators
who reside in the various corrective and rehabilitation centers within

"1 Note that the use of 30% rather than 13% makes the study methodology and findings
more realistic. However, using the 13% as will be shown later would further support the
findings of the study.
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Jordan. The sample includes both males and females, all of whom
have been convicted and sentenced. The crimes of 27 perpetrators of
‘honor’ killings, or individuals who were convicted of having attempted
to commit ‘honor’ crimes took place between 2003 and 2009.

Interviews

In order to conduct the study and obtain the necessary details, the
Public Security Directorate was contacted in order to gain access to
the administrations of correctional and reform centers to allow the
researchers to conduct interviews with convicted and arrested inmates
for crimes related to ‘honor’.

We addressed the Criminal Information Administration in order to
arrive at the whole set of numbers of perpetrators of ‘honor’ crimes in
Jordan. We received permission to meet with the director of the Center
for Rehabilitation and Reform on February 25, 2009.

Of the 43 inmates in Jordan’s various reform and rehabilitation centers,
12 refused to be interviewed. Others were later released or moved to
other prisons. Of the remaining 27 who were interviewed, seven were
accused of killing men in honor-related issues.

The interviews included filling out a questionnaire and answering
open-ended questions relating to both the victim and the perpetrator.
Questions were asked again, explained or addressed indirectly in order
to ensure accuracy of information.

Hindrances

It is important to note that the field research was not without several
hindrances, which were:

m Lack of privacy when conducting the interviews.

m The interviewees’ fear of speaking freely due to the presence of
officers and the interference of official government observers.

m On several occasions, the researchers were repeatedly alerted by
security observers not to delve into personal information.

m Some inmates had been removed from centers that had been
previously visited and the researchers could not locate or interview
them as a result.

The age groups

of both victims General Profiles of Victims and Perpetrators

and perpetrators A general profile of the perpetrator shows him to be male, the victim’s
are within the brother, Muslim, his age ranging between 19 and 30, his education rarely
range generally above high school level, more likely to be illiterate or semi-literate than
identified in university educated, living in a high population density area, working in
demographic trade or as a driver, mostly married but quite often single.

terms as youth In the case of the victim, her profile shows her to be a female between

the ages of 19 and 30, Muslim, having completed high school, but far
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more likely to be illiterate or semi-literate than university educated,

unemployed and at home, single or married, but quite often divorced, ... violence

and like her assailant brother, living in a high population density area. against women
The age groups of both victims and perpetrators are within the range increases at times
generally identified in demographic terms as youth. The combinations of economic

of a poor education, a low income for the perpetrator and a lack of a hardship

life outside the home for the victim are indicators of less than optimum
living conditions. The high density living conditions and the presumed
lack of privacy in which both perpetrator and victim find themselves add
to the unfavorable conditions.

Ovur Findings

Based upon the research methodology outlined in the preceding section,
the following results have been obtained. Although 102 ‘honor’ crimes
were committed from January 2000 to February 2009, 11 victims were
males, while the remaining 90% were females, the focus of our study.
Furthermore, 98% of the female victims were Jordanian; the remaining
2% were other Arabs.

As shown in Figure 6, the number of ‘honor’ crimes committed against
women during the period 2000 to 2009 was 91. The highest incidence of
these crimes occurred in 2008 while the lowest was in 2000. Moreover,
during 2003 to 2006, the number of crimes was falling and started
to rise again as the economy growth rates began to decline. In 2009,
only four crimes according to official records had been committed by
February 2009, the time the data collection stage was concluded.

We had to rely on official figures in the study. However, a disparity exists
between official and actual figures (Husseini, R. 2009) who reported
that five ‘honor’ crimes against females were reported in the press,
not four, during the data collection stage of the study. The year 2009
(January to September) witnessed 15 ‘honor’ crimes against women,
which we included in the Figure 6. However, only four of these murders
were covered in our subsequent analysis. (Continued on page 48)

Figure 6: Number of Crimes and Economic Growth (2000-2009)
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A Digest of the Interviews

Questions posed to the interviewees included details on age, sex, place of
residence, profession, economic status, marital status and educational level.
A second set of questions related to the relationship between victims and
perpetrators, the number of family members and general details on these.
A further set of questions centered on details of the crimes, the background
and subsequent events after the crime took place. Questions on the feelings
of the perpetrator both before and after the crime, and the social, economic,
physical and psychological factors that motivated them to commit such crimes
were also posed.

Pride and Tradition

In the interviews, most perpetrators blamed the victims for the crimes committed
by them. Excerpts from the interviews with the perpetrators reveal a self-
perceived sense of ‘affront’ and ‘provocation’. According to some perpetrators,
they were confronted by outspoken female relatives whose provocation was in
the form of self-defense over their chosen social behavior. From the description
of the perpetrator, the female relative’s act of provocation may have consisted
of verbal rejection of interference in her life. In the perpetrators’ view, their acts
were committed purely in defense of the honor and reputation of the family.
Heated arguments between victims and perpetrators which often include a
victim's refusal to acquiesce to her male relative’s control, often end up in a
frenzied killing, according to the results of the interviews.

Where some girls chose to run away, perpetrators have described an obsessive
hunt for them. When finally located, the force of anger unleashed on the victim
is described in terms of blind rage, a lack of conscious control.

The decision to kill is not always conducted in a blind rage, however. For
some perpetrators, the decision is more calculated and factors in the various
conditions of the rest of the family. A perpetrator described how no one in
the family knew of his intention to commit the crime until he was in prison.
The family’s reaction, however, is rarely that of shock. Family members lift
charges, express sorrow but also an understanding and mothers often forgive.
Other family members are aware of the intention to kill but do little to prevent
it because of overwhelming social and family pressure over its perceived
desirability.

Other perpetrators describe a slower approach, hoping that sense and
conviction will win the victim over. They describe a sustained attempt to ‘change
the behavior’ of the victim.

Perpetrators were also asked about the factors that drove them to commit these
crimes. In most cases, traditions, dignity, society and honor were cited. While
most expressed no feelings of regret or guilt, a few were able to articulate
some sorrow at the loss of the victim.
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Religion

Many perpetrators emphasized that religion was not a motivation. Out of 27
perpetrators who consented to the interviews, 23 asserted that their actions
did not respond to the teachings of religion. Tribal, and not religious reasons,
were emphatically cited by the majority of perpetrators. Instead, there is
overwhelming emphasis from the perpetrators on the need to placate social,
cultural and tribal pressures.

Female Perpetrators

‘Honor’ killings can be strongly entrenched in the mentality of females as
well. Sometimes it is the women who commit crimes to save the family honor.
Having killing her out-of-wedlock, newborn grandchild in a secret home birth,
a female perpetrator conveys her reasons: “l was terrified. If her father and
brothers learned what happened they would have killed her and me. Honor is
the most important thing in our family.”

Families

Families of victims often drop charges against perpetrators. Despite the
expression of the negative effects of imprisonment on the families, their young
children and ailing parents, their support for the perpetrator continues in
the form of visitations in prison. In the cases of attempted murders, victims
themselves often drop the charges. Social ramifications of imprisonment in
the case of male perpetrators often take the form of financial impoverishment
but social effects such as diminished family care and low morale are also in
evidence in the interviews.

Religion, Pride and Inevitability

An outstanding feature of the interviews is the revelation that religion was not
a major motivating factor in the crimes. Instead, the interviews clearly reveal
an overriding fear of repercussions from male members of the extended and
immediate family as well as concern with society’s judgment on the family, and
with reputation and pride superseding other feelings. The weight of such social
and cultural demands and the heavy load of responsibilities that these demands
have on the consciousness of those interviewed stand out quite starkly.

In areas where people live in close quarters and where privacy is often not
available, the fear of social admonishment on the family is a painful and
undesirable option. Furthermore, the discomfort of the perpetrators and their
families at the prospect of being in close contact with offending partners is
revealing. One perpetrator’s expression of his brother’s discomfort of having
to go to the same class as the offending partner (presumably of the victim) is
one such example.

The expression of the inevitability of murder or intent to murder is often cited
among perpetrators. The perceived lack of options in addressing unconventional
behavior manifested by members of their families (the victims) is prevalent
among the perpetrators and their relatives.
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(Continued from page 45) Note the coincidence of the crime with economic
stagnation in recent years, which goes to support the view that violence
against women increases at times of economic hardship. Not only does
the number of crimes increase with the worsening of the economic
situation in Jordan, but so does the slope of the curve, implying a
positive correlation between economic crimes and falling economic
growth rates.

The Victims

Figure 7 shows the greatest incidence of crimes is against women below
the age of 36; these represent 91% of the victim population. The largest
sub-category was female victims between the ages of 19 and 24 which
represented 41% of victims, followed by women who were 25 to 34
years of age, and in third place were women under the age of 18.

Figure 7: Age of Victims 37.42 43 and

above 5%

31-36 4%
less than 18
13%

25-30
27%

Note that the group of under 24 years of age comprised 54% of all
female victims considered as ‘youth’. Members of this group of victims
are supported or dependent upon the family for livelihood and have not
yet gained economic independence. According to a study of the World
Bank (not published), the financial independence of youth in Jordan
is delayed well into adulthood years, and therefore includes victims
between 25 and 30 years of age. The resultant dependent group would
be 80% of the female victim population.

Figure 8: Education Level of Victims
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In terms of the victims’ education level, females with less than a high
school diploma make up 62% of the victim population as shown in
Figure 8. Those with diplomas and bachelor degrees comprise only 8%
of the victim population. The indication that the level of education of a
victim is inversely related to the incidence of the crime is apparent.

Figure 9: Employment Status of Victims
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Unemployed
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Worker18%

Employment of the victim also seems to weigh into whether the person
is a victim or not. As shown in Figure 9, only 18% of female victims
were gainfully employed while the remainder comprised students (7%),
housewives (21%), and unemployed (54%), making up 82% of the
female victim population. Note that unemployment among the victims
is 54% while the national unemployment average for females in 2008
was 24.4%. The fact that the majority of the victims were unemployed
is a significant indicator not only of their economic dependence on their
families but of their social powerlessness.

Figure 10: Income Distribution of Female Victims
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33%

> JD450
42%

JD151 -250
25%

The total victim population is not in the high income groups. Figure
10 shows that in terms of income, the majority of female victims (58%)
earn less than JD250 per month which is below the median income per
worker, and 42% earn less than JD450 per month.
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Figure 11: Marital Status of Female Victims
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44%

As to marital status, the majority (69%) of victims were either single
(44%) or divorced (25%). This indicates that the incidence of crimes is
primarily against unmarried women and committed by someone other
than the husband.

Figure 12: Distribution of Crimes by Region
South14%

North 32%

Middle 54%

Figure 12 shows the distribution of the crime by region. The majority
of the crimes were committed in the middle region of Jordan, which
happens to have the highest number of poor in the country and suffers
the greatest congestion. Interestingly, the middle or central region of
Jordan is also the most industrialized and, consequently, where tribal
relationships are weakest.

The indication, therefore, is that while tribal relations do matter, the
incidence of poverty is more important in determining the regional
distribution of the crime. Research into community impact on ‘honor’
crimes is warranted, but is beyond the scope of the current research.

The Perpetrators

The view that the majority of ‘honor’ crimes against women are
committed by a person other than the husband is further supported by
the data. The vast majority of crimes (76%) are conducted by a brother
of the victim, possibly because the perpetrator has a low opportunity

/‘M The Economic Underpinnings of Honor Crimes in Jordan
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cost (see definition of opportunity costs on page 34) as opposed to the
father (13%) who as a family supporter would have a higher opportunity
cost by committing the crime.

Figure 13: Relationship of Perpetrator to Victim
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2% Sczn
Sister Uncle 2%
Husband 1% 1%
5%

Father
13%

76%

Only 11% of the crimes are committed by the husband (5%), son (2%),
cousin (2%), sister (1%), and uncle (1%). The fact that brothers and
fathers of victims are the majority of perpetrators (89%) indicates that
the majority of the crimes are committed within the nuclear family,
not the extended family, tribe or clan. However, this does not preclude
the fact that clan, tribe, or community, do not exert pressure on the
perpetrator whether directly or indirectly.

Figure 14: Age Distribution of Perpetrators
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The finding that brothers of victims are the most likely perpetrators of
the crime against women and our reference to the possibility that the
choice of the perpetrator may be affected by the assumption that the
brother has a lower opportunity cost from committing the crime is further
supported by the fact that the majority of perpetrators are youth (64%
of perpetrators are below 30 years of age). However, there is also more
than a fourth of perpetrators who are over 30 years old which indicates
that for some people the high cost of the crime might still be worth it.

As shown in Figure 14, 42% of perpetrators are under 24 years. The group
of those between 19 and 24 years old are 34% of the population, which
also happens to be the group that suffers the highest unemployment
rate in the Kingdom.

Figure 15: Education Level of Perpetrators
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The level of education of perpetrators of ‘honor’ crimes also indicates an
inverse relationship between the level of education and the likelihood
of committing the crime. According to the research, 92% of those who
have committed crimes of ‘honor’ have no education beyond high
school, and 71% have education levels that are below high school.
Those with university degrees constitute only 2% of the perpetrators.

Figure 16: Employment Level of Perpetrators
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Figure 16 shows that not only do perpetrators have low education
achievement levels, they also suffer from a higher unemployment rate
(16%) relative to the national average which hovered between 13%
to 15% during the years the crimes were committed. About 33% of
the perpetrator population was not working at the time of committing
the crime, which is more than three times the national unemployment
average for males (10.1%).

Figure 17: Income Distribution of Perpetrators
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As shown in Figure 17, about 56% of the perpetrators’ income is less
than JD450 per month, including 22% taking less than JD150 per
month, and 17% ranging between JD215 and JD351 per month. It is
important to note that it is difficult to formulate any meaningful analysis
from the income data of the large number of missing cases. However,
all other indicators (education, age, unemployment) reveal that most
levels of income of perpetrators are of poor or near poor families.

Figure 18: Marital Status of Perpetrators
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As for marital status, half of the perpetrators are married as shown in
Figure 18. Given the high level of unemployment, low level of education
and low incomes that characterize the perpetrators, the economic
picture becomes even bleaker since they have to support others with
their meager resources. In other words, the economic pressure upon
them is much higher than the national average as they have to contend
with fewer resources spent on more people.

Figure 19: Regional Distribution of Perpetrators

outside
Jordan1%

North
33%

According to Figure 19, the perpetrators, the majority of them being
brothers of victims, also reside in areas proximate to the victims. Hence,
the maijority of the perpetrators, just like the victims, reside in the middle
region of Jordan, where poverty is highest.

Conclusion to Victim and Perpetrator Analysis

The preceding analysis indicates that the majority of victims and
perpetrators reside within poverty areas and suffer from low levels
of education, high unemployment rates, and low incomes. While the
majority of women victims were single or divorced, half the perpetrators
were married, which would have added further to their economic
hardship. Given that most of the data was difficult to quantify, it was
clear that the population suffered overwhelmingly from a lack of
welfare indicators consistent with the previously reviewed literature
and indicating a high correlation between poverty and ‘honor’ crimes.
However, we take the analysis one step further.

In order to deal with the qualitative aspect of the data, we have used
the methodology popularized by the advent of Fuzzy Sets developed by
Lotfi Zadeh in 1965'2 where, in the absence of accurate and specialized
court data, the following heuristic rules have been adopted to determine

12 See: Zadeh, L. (1965) Fuzzy sets. Information and Control. 1965; 8: 338-353; also, Zadeh,
L. (1975). The Concept of a Linguistic Variable and Its Application to Approximate Reasoning;
I-1l, Information Sciences 8 (1975) pp. 199-251, pp. 301-357; 9 (1976) pp. 43-80.
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inclusion or lack thereof within the term ‘poor’. The person can be a
full member (assigned a membership score of 1) or a partial member
(assigned a score of less than 1) in the set.

Ideally, whatis required is to determine if the person has a low opportunity
cost (very little to lose) from committing the crime. Note that in the
poverty section of this paper we indicated that the poverty line is not an
accurate predictor of the number or percentage of the poor in Jordan,
and that 30% of the population lies within close proximity of the poverty
line and therefore can be considered to be poor. Therefore, using the
poverty line as an indicator of poverty would not be appropriate in
determining the set of poor persons within the population of the study
(victims and perpetrators).

Instead, we will use logical rules to identify the poor in the population of
the study. The use of logical heuristic rules enables the researchers to make
determinations of those with a low opportunity cost for committing the crime.
The rules are based on heuristic descriptors (young, mature, educated,
employed, living in poverty areaq, etc); which, like the data provided by court
records, are fuzzy. Such utilization of fuzzy set theory to deal with fuzzy data
has been used in economics (see, for example, Mansur, 1995).

Table 1: Perpetrator, Victim...The ‘Poor’ Set

If Statement Outcome of the Membership in
Logical Rule the set {Poor}

Youth / Uneducated / Unemployed / .

Unwed / Living in High Poverty Area Definitely Poor !

Youth / Uneducated / Unemployed / -

i i el ey Aver Definitely Poor | 1

Youth / Uneducated / Living in High Most Likely Poor 0.8

Poverty Area

Youth / Unemployed / Living in High .

Poverly Area Most Likely Poor 0.8

Youth / Uneducated Likely to be Poor | 0.6

Youth / Unemployed Likely to be Poor | 0.6

Uneducated / Unemployed / Living .

in ngh Poverfy Area Most L|ke|y Poor 0.8

Unemployed / Uneducated Likely to be Poor | 0.6

Unemployed Possibly Poor 0.5

Uneducated Possibly Poor 0.5

Youth Possibly Poor 0.5

Living in High Poverty Area Possibly Poor 0.5
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The next step is to look within the data and classify it into those fitting
within the logical rules and assign them memberships. The research
team of the IRC conducted the assignment through discussions of each
membership and assigned memberships in the ‘Poor’ set. Then the team
tallied the percentage of perpetrators considered poor. Thus, using this
methodology, we can bypass the fact that the data is fuzzy.

Example:

Victim 1

Age 31, elementary education, not working, divorced, living in Irbid
Industrial City

Score: 1.0
If Statement Heuristic Membership in
description the Poor set
Youth / Uneducated / Unemployed / Poor 1

Unwed / Living in High Poverty Area

Perpetrator 1

Age 37, no education, unemployed, married, living in Irbid Industrial
City

Score: 0.8

Not Youth / Uneducated / )
Unemployed / Living in High Poverty | Most Likely Poor | 0.8
Area

Both the victim and perpetrator are included within the Poor set since

Our results their memberships in the Poor set is greater than 0.6, our cut-off or
indicate that threshold for admitting an outcome into the set of Poor.
poverty is not

Based on this methodology, 71 of the 102 victims are classified as poor
and 64 of the 102 perpetrators are classified as poor. Therefore, 70%
of the victims are poor and 63% of the perpetrators are poor.

neutral and has a

strong influence

in determining

whether the crime Given that the number of poor in Jordan is predicted at 30% as asserted

will occur or not earlier, the fact that 70% of the victims are poor shows a strong indicator
that such crimes are most likely to occur within poor populations where
education levels, employment and incomes are low. In other words, had
poverty been neutral in its impact upon the so-called crimes of honor,
the percentage of the poor would have been 30%. Our results indicate
that poverty is not neutral and has a strong influence in determining
whether the crime will occur or not.

/‘M The Economic Underpinnings of Honor Crimes in Jordan
7. A — Information and Research Center, King Hussein Foundation



Mathlouma

FEMALE o F INJUSTICE

VICTIMS

Table 2: Graphic Presentation of Poverty Stratification in Jordan

Quantitative |Description of | Mitigating Strategies
Estimate Social Strata
10% Rich
30% Middle income
20% Lower income
20% Vulnerable
Poverty Line
15% Poor Solidarity Employment
5% Very poor Family care Charity | Welfare

Table 2 identifies the poor as comprising less than a fifth of the
population. However, the poverty line that separates social groups is
like a line in the sand because one extra JD could shift someone above
or below the poverty line.

What distinguishes this group from the poor is that their members are
working but barely meeting their basic needs. Above the vulnerable
group there is the low level income group which is in a better situation
than the group below it but has limited resources.

The mitigating factor for the poor is based on family care, charity and
welfare unlike the vulnerable and the low income groups who depend
on the income that they are earning from work. Socially speaking, the
family remains central to the individual, creating a sense of solidarity
that extends beyond economy and increases the dependence of poor
people on the group factor on all aspects including their worth in the
community.

The Economic Underpinnings of Honor Crimes in Jordan
Information and Research Center, King Hussein Foundation
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CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS m

There is strong evidence that so-called crimes of honor are related to
poverty; therefore, one can conclude that the poor are more likely to
commit such crimes. At the very least, poverty can be determined as a
non-neutral factor in ‘honor’ crimes.

The supply and
demand model
of ‘honor’ crimes
and analysis
developed in

this research
strongly suggest
that the impact of
community culture
on such crimes

is prevalent in
Jordan

The supply and demand model of ‘honor’ crimes and analysis developed
in this research strongly suggest that the impact of community culture
on such crimes is prevalent in Jordan, and that the government has
a significant role to play in reducing these crimes. The government
should strive to do the following in order to reduce the crimes:

Empower women and improve their welfare by facilitating higher
education attainments and by greater participation in the labor
force through job creation or encouragement of entrepreneurship
among females.

Create greater awareness of women's rights so that women become
legally empowered to act in their own defense.

Encourage a sense of honor as one that is determined by one's
own acts and not those of the group within the nuclear or extended
family, clan or tribe.

Conduct government sponsored media campaigns; public addresses
by highly regarded individuals could shift the taste away from the
crime and thus reduce the demand for it.

Facilitate inclusive conversations and dialogue through general media
outlets, which continuously address ‘honor’ crimes issues and their
adverse impact on the victim, perpetrator, the immediate family,
community, and society, would be vital in decreasing the crime rate,
and in shifting the culture of the crime from being desirable as a duty
of the male to becoming socially repulsive and criminal.

Increase the likelihood of being caught for committing an honor
crime. This is usually done through public awareness campaigns
directed at households and society at large to report the crime.

Increase the cost of committing the crime by repealing the relevant
Articles 340, 98, 99, and 100 of the Penal Code.

Improve social safety nets and the welfare of the public at large. This
lends to viewing the female relative as less of a burden and counters
some benefits from demanding the crime. In turn, this affects the
public component of the demand curve of the crime and reduces it.

Improve shelter conditions to potential victims and quick response
alerts to reduce the likelihood of the crime being committed.

The Economic Underpinnings of Honor Crimes in Jordan
Information and Research Center, King Hussein Foundation
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m Continue the significant role of NGOs by encouraging independent
research on the topic, keeping the ‘conversation’ inclusive, wide-
reaching and sustainable. NGOs should also continue their lobbying
efforts to ensure that the issue of ‘honor’ crimes is viewed widely as
crimes of poverty, not honor.
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